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MONTANA'S DEFENSE SHINES
M is s iU lw a tio n  Services •  University of Montana « m issoula, montana 59801 •  (406) 243-2522
"Our defense looked very good Saturday and in general, I'm pleased with the overall 
progress of the Grizzlies.”
This was the word from Jack Swarthout, coach of the University of Montana following the 
first scrimmage of the season held last Saturday in Missoula.
The blues, first string defense, looked especially good, Swarthout said. "It's only
natural when you have nine starters returning that the veteran unit will jell faster," 
Swarthout said.
Drawing particular praise from the Grizzly mentor were linebacker Bill Sterns, free
safety Mick Dennehy, cornerbacks Pat Schruth and Lonzie Jackson and offensive tackle 
Steve Okoniewski.
Sterns is really coming around this season, Swarthout said. The Stevenson, Wash., 
native started last season as a sophomore for Montana and has improved 100 per cent.
Dennehy is giving All-American Karl Stein a run for his money at free safety.
Swarthout was impressed with Dennehy's spring practice, but is even more impressed by his 
fall work. In last Saturday's scrimmage Dennehy picked off two aerials and forced two 
fumbles, recovering one to end a red drive. The red is the second offensive unit.
Schruth and Jackson make our secondary complete, Swarthout said. They are smart, 
quick players with a great deal of savvy.
Okoniewski transferred to Montana from Everett Community College and is a stalwart 
in the offensive line. He picked up our system fast and is a crushing blocker. Okoniewski 
IS 6-3 and 240 lbs. and one of the fastest men on the Grizzly team.
Swarthout also praised his front line defenders; ends Jim Nordstrom and Greg Maloney
and tackles Larry Stranahan, Lonzo Lewis and Larry Miller. "They are consistently good and




Other defenders praised by Swarthout were All-Big Sky linebacker Tim Gallagher, 
Kalispell, Rich Unruh, Curt Henningsen and John IVaxham, linebackers also.
Offensively, Swarthout said his veteran backs also did an outstanding job. Les 
Kent, the All-American Hawaiian fullback, turned in a clutch performance in the final 
period Saturday. In the last drive, Kent carried six times for 67 yards and a touchdown.
Not only were the veteran backs, Kent, Arnie Blancas and Casey Reilly impressive, 
but transfer fullback Wally Gaskins and sophomore halfback Warren Kottke were explosive. 
We ve got alot of work to do and while I was pleased with the first scrimmage,
we made too many mistakes." Our offense must jell in the next couple of weeks, Swarthout 
concluded.
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